    
903.2.8 Group R. An automatic sprinkler system installed in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 shall be provided throughout all buildings with a Group R fire area.”

903.2.11.9 Sprinkler System for New Construction. An automatic sprinkler system shall be installed throughout all buildings. For the purpose of this provision, firewalls shall not define separate buildings. Detached Group U occupancies 300 square feet or larger are required to be furnished with an automatic fire sprinkler system.

Texas Administrative code §3.357 (8) New construction--All new improvements to real property including initial finish out work to the interior or exterior of the improvement. An example is a multiple story building that has had only its first floor finished and occupied. The initial finish out of each additional floor before initial occupancy or use is considered new construction. New construction also includes the addition of new, usable square footage to an existing structure. Examples are the addition of a new wing onto an existing building, or the addition of a new mezzanine level within an existing building. Reallocation of existing square footage inside a structure is remodeling and does not constitute the addition of new, usable square footage. For example, the removal or relocation of interior walls to expand the size of a room, or the finish out of an office space that was previously used for storage, is remodeling. Raising the ceiling of a room or the roof of a building is not new construction unless new, usable square footage is created.
903.2.11.10 Existing Buildings. The owner of any commercial building shall be required to install an automatic sprinkler system at such time that: 
1. An automatic sprinkler system is required to be installed in existing commercial and multi-family residential buildings when the alteration exceeds fifty percent (50%) of the taxable replacement value, as determined by the code official.  The sprinkler system will only be required in the proposed addition, except when interior demolition and/or remodeling occurs in the original structure adjacent to the proposed addition, and the existing frame structure is exposed, therefore providing access for installation of such automatic sprinkler system.  Based upon the extent of the work, the code official will have the final determination as to require the sprinkler system to be installed in the altered and/or remodeled original structure.”     

